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When I was 8 years old, my sister, Rhyan and I used to self-sequester for hours 
in my childhood bedroom in Trotwood, Ohio styling, building sets, and creating 
stories of how we envisioned ourselves as adult women using our Barbie doll 
collection, household items, and fabric scraps from our mother. Our beautiful and 
stylish mother, Angela, who’d been a model for local department stores in 
Dayton, Ohio, was not only my inspiration but she also gave me the confidence 
and support to create. Along with a needle and thread, she would pass along her 
tattered yet elegant lingerie and out-of-season clothing I would use to design and 
sew outfits for my dolls. I once turned a piece from my mother’s worn blue floral 
print dress into a knee-length Barbie skirt. During quarantine, I reconnected with 
my childhood creative play by using items around my home—recycled soup 
cans, old clothing, cereal boxes, magazines, and popsicle sticks—to design and 
build vignettes of what I knew to be true; that many Black women were teaching, 
having a baby, recovering from a kidney transplant, being care-takers and 
remaining connected to others virtually during quarantine to survive. 

I then began to rummage through several thrift stores, antique malls, and even 
our curbside neighborhood garbage for items that would become doll-size 
furniture, décor, DJing equipment, and wig stands for each vignette.  

The Barbie is Her/Me: A Reflection of Black Women During Quarantine is a 
visual depiction of the lives of several Black women who’ve inspired me during 
2020. Within each outward facing wooden or metal drawer, which are arranged 
as if you’re looking at the inside of an exposed building, I’ve styled and re-faced 
my diverse collection of Black Barbies to represent each woman. Drawers which 
are normally used to hold and hide things are exposed to share with the 
audience my interpretation of how these women have adjusted, survived, thrived, 
and used their particular gifts to stay connected with the community during the 
pandemic. 

The enlarged photographed portraits of each doll will connect the audience to 
their countenance and mood. Although the re-faced dolls are not meant to 
resemble the women represented, the Barbies are doubles for my imagined 
reenactments of their quarantine lives. 

 


