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“Those with the dominant voices will be the ones to create the narrative.”  

“This work is for those who’ve been told they are voiceless.”  
 

It is equally the power of his pencil as it is the refinement of his intellect that has 
magnetized a global audience for the self-taught artist. Through visual story-telling, 
Horton cracks into his personal history as a Black man navigating in American culture 
and the tensions and contradictions this entails.  
 
For his inaugural show, COMING OF AGE CHAPTER I—In Search of Self...Identity, 
Horton introduces a series of hyperrealistic charcoal and graphite drawings depicting 
the human form juxtaposed against contemporary cultural symbols. Through this 
annotation of societal behaviors, he simultaneously fascinates the eye and brings his 
subjects to life. The intimate portraits of his own niece and nephew is his style of next-
generation narration, ultimately becoming a channel for Horton to study his own 
adolescence.  
 
Considered a self-study, these artistic offerings look towards Horton’s inner child who 
desperately wants to be seen as more than a statistic. It is in this translation of darkness 
through the delicate and elegant edges of his illustrations that makes this body of work 
an act of resistance. Thematically, he touches on the complexities of male adolescence, 
preservation of innocence, objectification of the Black body, personal identity, the 
influence of media and the weight of one’s choices. These meditations on the page 
have resulted in stories that give voice to the Black experience—the human 
experience—serving as a place to see and be seen. In Horton’s exploratory exhibit, he 
moves us closer to his truths through the use of new mediums, incorporating sculpture, 
life-size installations, photography and film. 
 
In this creative sojourn to the self, he proudly reveals his own choices; choosing art over 
aggression. And because art is the medicine, Horton is the alchemist transforming 
trauma into tangible iconography. 
 

“Every flower deserves the right to fully blossom.” 
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