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All criteria set forth below apply to the Regional, Semi-Final and Final Competitions 
except where otherwise noted. 
 
Open to SOLOISTS ONLY. 
 
Instrumental Music Application Requirements for all categories 

 Applicants may submit one or more pieces. Music must be memorized. 

 Performances must be no less than 1.5 minutes but no more than 5 minutes 
total. If there are two separate pieces uploaded, the performances together must 
not exceed 5 minutes total. Performances shorter or exceeding the time limits 
may be penalized. 

 Copies of the music being performed with each measure clearly numbered and 
marked are to be uploaded for the judges. 

 Competitors must be accompanied by piano unless music is written as 
unaccompanied. Competitors must provide their own accompanist. See 
Accompaniment Requirements below for further information. 

 
Performances will be judged on overall artistic excellence as demonstrated by: 

 Tone Quality – beauty, resonance, control, clarity, focus, consistency, warmth 

 Interpretation/Musicianship – style, phrasing, tempo, dynamics, emotional 
involvement, expression, continuity, mood; balance with accompaniment (if 
appropriate) 

 Technique – artistry, intonation, rhythm/rhythmic accuracy, articulation, precision, 
consistency, attacks and releases, bowing, tonguing, fingering, fluency, 
embouchure, pedaling 

 Choice of literature; mastery of technical difficulty 

 Improvisation if appropriate 

 Memorization 

 Stage presentation 



Competitors should perform their best work. Do not choose works that are more difficult 
than your current level of proficiency to impress the judges. 
 
Instrumental Music Accompaniment Requirements 

 Works requiring accompaniment should be performed and filmed with live 
accompaniment as the score requires. 

 Keep in mind, you can engage the accompanist you were going to originally, to 
record a video or audio track and you can perform along to that.  

 If you are not able to produce a recording with live accompaniment due to 
COVID-19, you may use pre-recorded piano accompaniment. (No synthesized 
orchestras permitted) 

 Helpful programs to use: Appcompanist, Cadenza, Pockestra, Audacity 
(https://www.audacityteam.org) 

 Piano or harpsichord (if appropriate) are considered acceptable accompaniment 
instruments. 

 For works requiring accompaniment, you are not permitted to submit an a 
capella recording. 

 Only works originally composed for solo instruments (player alone) can be 
submitted without accompaniments. 

 
Guidelines for Recording your Audition 

 Use a fixed point of view for your camera with you being the main focus. Shoot 
straight on, leaving the camera in one location. Do not pan or move the camera. 
Camera should be no closer than waist up. 

 Ensure recording captures good quality image. 

 Ensure recording equipment has the ability to capture good sound 
quality.  Check for good balance and blend. 

 No sound enhancements are allowed. 

 If you are playing from memory, be sure there is no music on the stand. 

 Hands and fingers must be visible. 

 
Media Submission Requirements 

 Save and name your files individually with their titles. 

 Upload each selection as a separate video file. 

 List the title of piece and the composer in the correct spaces provided on your 
application. 

 Do not put your name or any identifying information in or on your media 
submission. 



 When uploading, be sure to upload to your computer first and verify that image is 
upright (not sideways) and plays smoothly. 

 Please do not do any of the following as it may disqualify you:  

o Do not edit within a piece. 

o Do not use special effects, dissolves, fades or wipes. 

o Do not submit pre-recorded live performances, such as recitals, concerts, 
or competitions 

 
Semi-Finalists and Finalists will be posted on CAA’s website. At that time, competitors 
are to re-submit their work as is or after adjustments are made. Competitors need not 
perform the same piece(s) they perform at the Regional Competition if they advance to 
the Semi-Final and Final Competitions. 
 
The Finals will be held live and in-person at the Aronoff Center on Saturday, March 12, 
2022.  
Competitors must supply their own instruments at the Finals Competition (except 
piano). 
 
Questions? Contact espooner@cincinnatiarts.org or 513-977-4116. 


