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All criteria set forth below apply to the Regional, Semi-Final and Final Competitions 
unless otherwise noted. 
 
Application Requirements 

 Each performance is to be uploaded separately. 

 Drama: Applicants must select two monologues that are contrasting in mood, 
character, or time period. 

 Musical Theater: Applicants must select one song from the musical theater 
repertoire and one monologue.  

o The two selections must be contrasting in mood, character or time period. 

o Applicants must be accompanied by piano for their song. 

o In order to adhere to time limits, appropriate cuts in the song are 
acceptable. 

o Dancing will not be adjudicated, Blocking of your musical number, 
although not required is strongly encouraged. 

 The two separate performances together must be no less than 1.5 minutes but 
no more than 5 minutes total. Performances shorter or exceeding the time 
limits may be penalized. 

 
Performances will be primarily judged on the following: 

 Oral/Voice Technique – enunciation, diction, intonation, breath control/support 

 Projection – physical and vocal, energy, focus 

 Character Development – portrayal is believable, truthful; encompasses physical 
detail, gives sense of environment; character arc 

 Understanding of Text – interpretation, memorization, age appropriate 

 Stage Presence – energize, confident, connects with audience; facial 
expressions and gestures connect to character 

Competitors should perform their best work and not choose works that are more difficult 
than their current level of proficiency to impress the judges. 
Age-appropriate material: You must select characters of an age that you can realistically 
portray. 



 
Musical Theatre Accompaniment Requirements  

 If you are not able to produce a recording with live accompaniment due to 
COVID-19, you may use pre-recorded piano accompaniment. (No synthesized 
orchestras permitted) 

 Please do not include the accompanist in the frame while recording your piece. 

 Do not perform songs a capella. A capella pieces are not allowed. 

 Keep in mind, you could engage the accompanist you were going to originally, to 
record a video or audio track and you could perform along to that. 

 Helpful programs to use: Appcompanist, Cadenza, Pockestra, Audacity 
(https://www.audacityteam.org) 

 Make sure the level of your accompaniment or pre-recorded track does not 
overpower the sound of your voice. 

 
Guidelines for Recording Your Audition 

 Each audition piece should contain the following introduction: For monologues: 
"My piece is from (title of play) by (author) in the (role/character)." For song: My 
song is (title) from (Musical) by (composer)." 

 The panel must be able to see your facial expressions to properly adjudicate your 
work. 

 Props are limited to one stool, two chairs, and one table. 

 Use a fixed point of view for your camera with you being the main focus. Shoot 
straight on, leaving the camera in one location. Do not pan or move the camera. 

 For songs: Please do not embellish the music. Sing the notes that are ON the 
page. Your song choice should show your vocal range with no embellishment. 

 Record your audition in a clearly defined interior space. 

 Please record your audition in front of a non-distracting background. 

 
Before recording your pieces, film a test. Perform the first few lines of your monologue, 
then watch and listen to it on playback. Check the following important things: 

 Sound: Make sure the acoustics in the room are strong. Practice your piece in 
the space.  If you hear an echo in playback, adjust the recording volume or 
choose someplace else to record.  Utilize only the microphone on the video 
camera. Do not use a hand held microphone.  No mics should be seen in the 
frame while recording your piece. 

 Lighting: Make sure the space is well-lit, but not too bright. Judges should be 
able to see your face clearly. Too little light and judges cannot see you. Too 
much light will leave you overexposed and judges cannot see your expressions. 



 Framing: The camera should be set at a distance to frame your face and body 
clearly. If judges only see your face and shoulders, it's too close. If judges can 
see the entire stage but your facial expressions cannot be seen clearly, it's too 
far away. 

 Clothing: Wear clothing that is simple, comfortable and tasteful. And remember, 
your clothing should never be more interesting than your audition. For example, 
stripes, patterns, or large advertisements can be very distracting. Wear 
something that has a gentle contrast to the back drop and will help us see you 
clearly. If you are recording against a black back drop, do not wear black. Please 
do not wear large jewelry. No costumes or stage makeup is allowed. 

 
Media Submission Requirements 

 After you have recorded your pieces, watch them in playback to make sure you 
can be seen and heard. 

 When uploading, verify that image is upright (not sideways) and plays smoothly. 

 Save and name your files with their titles and upload each selection as a 
separate video file. 

 List the following information for each audition piece in the spaces provided on 
your application. For monologues: Title of Play, Playwright and Role/Character. 
For songs: Title of Song, Title of Musical, and Composer. 

 Do not put your name or any identifying information in or on your media 
submission. 

 Please do not do any of the following as it may disqualify you:  

o Do not edit within a piece. 

o Do not use special effects, dissolves, fades or wipes. 

o Do not submit pre-recorded live performances, such as recitals, concerts, 
or competitions. 

 
 
Questions? Contact overtures@cincinnatiarts.org or 513-977-4116. 


