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All criteria set forth below apply to the Regional, Semi-Final and Final Competitions 
unless otherwise noted. 
 
Application Requirements 

 Portfolios must include a minimum of 6 to a maximum of 8 images of different 
works of art. Additional image space is allotted for detailed shots and should be 
labeled as so. For example “Piece 1_detailed shot”. Detailed shots are not a 
requirement. No more than 8 different works of art will be accepted. 

 The size limit for all pieces is 30” x 40”, not including mat. 

 2-D artwork, except for stretched canvases, must be matted (preferably a neutral 
color), not framed. Do not tape separation sheets to mats. 

 Video submissions:  

o Time limit: 1.5 to 5 minutes in length 

o If the piece is longer, select 5 minutes of it and include a one-page 
synopsis that states where the segment occurs. 

 3-D work:  

o 3-D work can be submitted as photographs or video. Provide more than 
one view. 

 
Portfolios will be primarily judged on the following: 

 Composition – works as a whole; elements flow together 

 Command of medium – skilled at using medium, uses appropriate technique for 
medium, understands medium’s various uses 

 Technique – use of color, texture, perspective; skilled at drawing or modeling 

 Expression – vivid imagery; treats subject in a unique way 

 Presentation – work is in good shape and matted when appropriate; digital 
documentation is high quality; all pieces are of equal artistic merit 

 The Judges are looking for an artistic statement expressed by your entire body of 
work, which means to go beyond the basic classroom assignments. 



 
Media Submission Guidelines 

 Images are suggested to be taken with a professional camera and not with 
phone. 

 Do not submit images designated as “web-ready” 

 
Technical Specifications 
 
Photographing Images: 

 Set camera for "fine" or "extra fine" resolution, not "web" or "normal" 

 Use a 6+ megapixel camera that has a high resolution setting. 

 Position the camera to take an image as “tight” as possible to the artwork. 

 If work is matted, include the entire mat in your image 

 Use as much natural light as possible, minimizing the amount of artificial light 
needed for the image. The best photographs are taken with indirect sunlight or 
diffused light, with no glare or shadows on your artwork. Make sure your artwork 
is lit evenly, with no hotspots. 

 When photographing flat works of art, use a neutral or non-distracting 
background and avoid covering the art work with a surface such as glass or 
acetate that will produce a glare. 

 Objects not related to your art work should not be included in your picture. 

 Images may not be digitally manipulated or altered other than color, contrast, and 
sharpness correction to match the original work. 

 Images are to be nothing more than digital representations of original artwork. 

 
Formatting for Images and Digital Works 

 Image File Format: JPEG (JPG) or PNG only. Please do not submit TIFF images. 

 Image File Dimensions: No smaller than 2400 pixels on the shortest side 

 Image File Resolution: 300dpi  

o Note: Images may be projected on large screens during adjudications. If 
selected as a finalist, these files may be used in print and exhibition 
materials. 

o Equation tip: Pixels / shortest side = dpi 

 
Uploading Images 

 Each image must be saved and uploaded separately. Files should be named 
either with the title or Piece 1, Piece 2, etc. if untitled. (Portfolios must include a 
minimum of 6 to a maximum of 8 images of different works of art. Additional 



image space is allotted to be used for detailed shots. Detailed shots are not a 
requirement. No more than 8 different works of art will be accepted.)  

 Detailed shots of submitted works should be labeled clearly to what work it is 
associated with. For example: Piece 1, Piece 1_detailed shot, Piece 2, Piece 
2_detailed shot. 

 In the spaces provided in the application, please indicate the title of the piece (If 
untitled, can be named Piece 1, Piece 2, etc.), size, medium and a brief 
description of each piece. If the work was created or modified on a computer, 
please state this in your description. 

 When uploading, verify that the image is upright (not sideways or upside down). 

 
Uploading Video of 2D and 3D submissions 

 Optional video may not exceed 60 seconds. 

 In the spaces provided in the application, please indicate the title of the piece (If 
untitled, can be named Performance Video) 

 When uploading, verify that the video is upright (not sideways or upside down). 

 In the description, please indicate if the video is documentation of 
work/performance or if video is your medium and provide any pertinent 
information that will assist the panel with their understanding of the work. 

 Note: Panel will not view video beyond 60 seconds. 

 
Intellectual Property and Copyright Requirements 

 All submitted work must be wholly original and may not infringe upon the 
copyright or other intellectual property or other legal or moral rights of any other 
person or entity. 

 
 
 
Questions? Contact overtures@cincinnatiarts.org or 513-977-4116. 


