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All criteria set forth below apply to the Regional, Semi-Final and Final Competition 
unless otherwise noted. 
 
Open to SOLOISTS ONLY. 
 
Vocal Music Application Requirements 

 Each contestant must prepare two musical selections. The selections must be 
contrasting in mood, character, or tempo. THE MUSIC MUST BE MEMORIZED. 

 The two musical selections in total must be no less than 1.5 minutes but no 
more than 5 minutes. Any submissions less or exceeding the time limits may be 
penalized. 

 Competitors must provide their own accompanist. See Accompaniment 
Requirements below for further information. 

Performances will be judged primarily on, but not limited to, the following:  

 Quality of Tone – clear timbre, focused, not breathy 

 Technique – ease of production, breath support, intonation, flexibility, legato 

 Communication/Interpretation/Diction – accurate pronunciation, clear 
understanding of text and interpreted in a sensitive manner 

 Musicianship – dynamics, tempo, rhythm, pitches, phrasing, style 

 Stage Presence – appearance, posture, confident, expressive 

 
Competitors should perform their best work. Do not choose works that are more difficult 
than your current level of proficiency to impress the judges. If you excel at a music 
genre, you should select two pieces from that genre. 
 
Vocal Music Accompanist Requirements 
Submissions must include an accompanist. While live piano accompaniment is 
preferred, due to Covid-19 the following will be accepted: 

 Live accompaniment is preferred, including, but not limited to, one piano (also 
preferred), guitar, or combo. 

 Keep in mind, you can engage the accompanist you were going to originally, to 
record a video or audio track and you can perform along to that. 



 Only a pre-recorded format without background vocals is permitted if live 
accompaniment is not available to you. (No synthesized orchestras permitted) 

 Helpful programs to use: Appcompanist, Cadenza, Pockestra, Audacity 
(https://www.audacityteam.org) 

 Keep in mind only the vocals are being adjudicated and that the accompanist 
should not overpower the sound of your voice in the recording. 

 
Guidelines for Recording Your Audition 

 Dress appropriately for your audition. 

 Ensure recording captures good quality image. 

 Ensure recording equipment has the ability to capture good sound 
quality.  Check for good balance and blend. 

 Leave the camera in one location. Shoot the vocalist straight on. 

 Do not pan, move the camera or follow the vocalist. 

 Camera image may be no closer than waist up. 

 No sound enhancements are allowed. (i.e. reverb) 

 
Before recording your pieces, film a test. Perform the first few lines of one of your 
selections, then watch and listen to it on playback. Check the following important things: 

 Sound: Make sure the acoustics in the room are suitable for a recording. Practice 
your piece in the space. Please ensure the balance between piano and voice is 
appropriate. 

 Lighting: Make sure the space is well-lit, but not too bright. Judges should be 
able to see your face clearly. Too little light and judges cannot see you. Too 
much light will leave you overexposed and judges cannot see your expressions. 

 Framing: The camera should be set at a distance to frame your face and body 
clearly. If judges only see your face and shoulders, it’s too close. If judges can 
see the entire stage but your facial expressions cannot be seen clearly, it’s too 
far away. 

 
Media Submission Requirements 

 When uploading, verify that image is upright (not sideways) and plays smoothly. 

 Save and name your files individually with their titles. 

 Upload each selection as a separate video file. 

 Do not put your name or any identifying information in or on your media 
submission. 

 Please do not do any of the following as it may disqualify you:  



o Do not edit within a piece. 

o Do not use special effects, dissolves, fades or wipes. 

o Do not submit pre-recorded live performances, such as recitals, concerts, 
or competitions. 

 
 
Questions? Contact overtures@cincinnatiarts.org or 513-977-4116. 


